
Kaizly 8th Grade Readiness Assessment 
Date Created: July 18, 2025

kaizly.com

Section 1

Instructions: Read the passages and answer the questions.

Passage A (Editorial): School uniforms can help students concentrate better in the
classroom. According to a recent survey of 50 teachers, 90 percent said they noticed fewer
distractions after the school started requiring uniforms. The author explains that without
having to pick out different outfits each day, students have less to worry about in the morning.
This means they can focus more on their studies instead of what they are wearing. The
editorial also mentions that uniforms can make it harder for students to judge each other
based on clothing choices. By creating a sense of equality, uniforms reduce social pressures
related to fashion. The author argues that when everyone dresses the same way, students are
less likely to be distracted by what others are wearing. In the end, the editorial suggests that
uniforms help create a better learning environment by keeping students' attention on their
work.

Passage B (Story Excerpt): I stared at myself in the mirror, nervously adjusting my new
school uniform. It was my first week of eighth grade, and I was one of the new students at the
school. As I walked down the hallway, my heart pounded. Inside the classroom, I saw that
everyone was dressed just like me in the same uniform. For a moment, I felt less alone,
knowing I could blend in with the others. When I took my seat, a girl smiled at me and said,
"Nice to meet you." That simple greeting made me feel a little more confident. In that moment,
I realized the uniform helped make this big change easier. I was grateful not to stand out
because of my clothes, and I felt ready to start my new school year.

1. What is the author's main claim in Passage A, and what is one piece of evidence they use
to support it?
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2. In Passage B, is the story told from first-person or third-person point of view, and how
does that point of view affect the story?

Section 2

Instructions: Complete the writing tasks.

1. Write one or two paragraphs about an important lesson you learned in the past year and
how it affected you.

2. Correct the sentence: "Neither of the boys are going to the game."

Section 3

Instructions: Solve these math problems.

1. -3 + 7 × 2 = ?
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2. Solve for x: 3x – 5 = 16.

3. If 4 notebooks cost $6, how much do 10 notebooks cost (assuming same rate)?

4. What is the area of a circle with radius 3 (use π ≈ 3.14)?

Section 4

Instructions: Answer the science questions.

1. What is the primary function of the roots of a plant?

2. If B = brown eyes (dominant) and b = blue eyes (recessive), what eye color would a
person with the genotype Bb have?

3. Why do we see lightning before we hear thunder?
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Section 5

Instructions: Answer the social studies questions.

1. What does the Declaration of Independence declare, and in what year was it adopted?

2. Name one key idea in the U.S. Constitution (like separation of powers, checks and
balances, or individual rights).

3. What was one major cause of World War II?
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Kaizly 8th Grade Readiness Assessment
(Parent Answer Sheet) 

Date Created: July 18, 2025
kaizly.com

Section 1

Instructions: Read the passages and answer the questions.

Passage A (Editorial): School uniforms can help students concentrate better in the classroom. According to a
recent survey of 50 teachers, 90 percent said they noticed fewer distractions after the school started requiring
uniforms. The author explains that without having to pick out different outfits each day, students have less to
worry about in the morning. This means they can focus more on their studies instead of what they are wearing.
The editorial also mentions that uniforms can make it harder for students to judge each other based on
clothing choices. By creating a sense of equality, uniforms reduce social pressures related to fashion. The
author argues that when everyone dresses the same way, students are less likely to be distracted by what
others are wearing. In the end, the editorial suggests that uniforms help create a better learning environment
by keeping students' attention on their work.

Passage B (Story Excerpt): I stared at myself in the mirror, nervously adjusting my new school uniform. It
was my first week of eighth grade, and I was one of the new students at the school. As I walked down the
hallway, my heart pounded. Inside the classroom, I saw that everyone was dressed just like me in the same
uniform. For a moment, I felt less alone, knowing I could blend in with the others. When I took my seat, a girl
smiled at me and said, "Nice to meet you." That simple greeting made me feel a little more confident. In that
moment, I realized the uniform helped make this big change easier. I was grateful not to stand out because of
my clothes, and I felt ready to start my new school year.

1. What is the author's main claim in Passage A, and what is one piece of evidence they use to support it?
Hint: Identify the opinion the author is trying to prove (what do they say uniforms do?), and then find the number or fact
they give to back it up.

Answer: In Passage A, the author claims that school uniforms help students focus better. One piece of evidence given is
that a teacher survey showed 90% of teachers saw fewer distractions after uniforms were adopted. This statistic supports
the claim that uniforms improve focus by reducing distractions.

Explanation: The claim of Passage A is that uniforms improve focus. Identifying the claim and evidence demonstrates
understanding of argumentative text.
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2. In Passage B, is the story told from first-person or third-person point of view, and how does that point of
view affect the story?
Hint: The narrator says "I" in Passage B. Does that mean it's 1st or 3rd person? How does seeing "I felt..." or "I realized..."
help you connect to the story?

Answer: Passage B is told in first-person (the narrator says "I"). This first-person point of view lets us hear the narrator’s
personal thoughts and feelings (her nervousness and relief), making the story more intimate and helping us understand
her experience.

Explanation: The effect is a more personal, relatable story since we experience the situation through the narrator’s eyes.

Assessment Recommendations:

Needs
Improvement:

For a child entering 8th grade who needs improvement in reading, focus on consistent practice and
engagement. Make sure they read something every day – it can be novels, biographies, or even high-interest
articles – to build fluency. After each reading session, have them summarize or discuss key points to ensure
comprehension. If they find on-level novels too hard, let them choose slightly easier or young adult books that
interest them to build confidence and enjoyment. You can also incorporate audiobooks (paired with the text) to
help with fluency and keep them motivated. The goal is to turn reading into a daily routine and gradually
increase the difficulty as they improve.

Approaching
Ready:

If your rising 8th grader is close to ready in reading, focus on targeted practice to push them to full readiness.
Encourage them to read a variety of materials – from novels to news articles – and discuss them together. Ask
deeper questions like "What’s the theme of this story?" or "What evidence supports this article’s main point?"
to strengthen higher-order comprehension. Identify any lingering weak areas (maybe they struggle a bit with
analyzing tone or figurative language) and work on those by reading short passages and talking about them.
Also, keep building vocabulary: perhaps introduce a "word of the day" from their reading and find ways to use
it. This will fine-tune their skills before 8th grade starts.

Ready or
Above:

For an on-track or advanced 8th grader in reading, maintain their enthusiasm and challenge them a bit.
Present them with enrichment activities: fun reading challenges (like reading all books in a series), joining a
summer teen book club, or reading a book and then writing a short opinion piece about it. Encourage them to
explore new genres or more complex works (perhaps a classic novel or detailed science fiction) to broaden
their experience. By keeping reading interesting and part of their summer routine, they’ll enter 8th grade with
strong skills and maybe an even greater love for reading.

Section 2

Instructions: Complete the writing tasks.

1. Write one or two paragraphs about an important lesson you learned in the past year and how it affected
you.
Hint: Think of a real experience that taught you something. Explain what happened and what you learned from it.

Answer: Answers will vary. The student should describe a specific lesson or insight (for example, "I learned the
importance of time management after nearly missing a big assignment deadline") and explain how it changed their
behavior or thinking. A strong response will be at least a paragraph with a clear beginning, middle, and end describing the
situation and the lesson learned.

Explanation: By 7th grade, students should be able to reflect on personal experiences in writing, articulating what they
learned and why it matters. A coherent narrative or explanation of a lesson learned (with some detail and structure) shows
readiness for 8th grade writing and introspection.
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2. Correct the sentence: "Neither of the boys are going to the game."
Hint: Consider "neither" as "not one" – would you say "not one... is" or "not one... are"?

Answer: "Neither of the boys is going to the game."

Explanation: The word "Neither" is singular, so it should be followed by "is" (not "are"). Being able to spot and fix this
error shows mastery of grammar nuances.

Assessment Recommendations:

Needs
Improvement:

For a student entering 8th grade who needs improvement in writing, focus on making writing frequent but not
intimidating. Have them journal a few times a week about their day or topics they like (no strict grading, just
getting thoughts down). Engage them in practical writing too: for instance, ask them to draft a grocery list or
write instructions for a game – this shows writing has a purpose. Identify one or two recurring issues (maybe
run-on sentences or trouble organizing ideas) and work on those in small doses. For example, if run-ons are a
problem, take one of their sentences and together break it into two clear sentences. Using tools like Khan
Academy’s grammar lessons or fun writing worksheets can also reinforce skills. With consistent practice,
they’ll start feeling more capable and less anxious about writing.

Approaching
Ready:

If your rising 8th grader is approaching ready in writing, a bit of focused practice will solidify their skills.
Encourage them to take on one or two writing projects over the summer: maybe write a short story or a report
on something they’re interested in (a musician, a historical event, etc.). Review it with them, looking at
structure (does it have a clear beginning, middle, end?) and clarity of ideas. Also help them refine their
grammar: for instance, if you notice they mix up their/there, spend a day practicing that with a quick online quiz
or worksheet. You can also introduce them to helpful tools – for example, if they type, showing them a free
grammar checker (like Grammarly) on one of their paragraphs can highlight mistakes to learn from. By
addressing these minor gaps, they’ll enter 8th grade writing more cleanly and confidently.

Ready or
Above:

For an on-track or advanced 8th grader in writing, encourage enrichment that keeps them challenged. Suggest
they try something creative, like writing a short novel chapter-by-chapter, scripting a short play, or entering a
school writing contest if available. They can also refine their editing skills: maybe once a week, take a piece
they wrote and challenge them to improve it – adding descriptive details, varying sentence structure, or fixing
any subtle grammar issues. Since they're doing well, introduce them to more advanced tools or techniques,
like using a thesaurus to find better words or learning to outline ideas before writing a longer essay. These
activities will keep their skills sharp and even a step ahead for 8th grade.

Section 3

Instructions: Solve these math problems.

1. -3 + 7 × 2 = ?
Hint: Remember PEMDAS: Multiply before adding. First do 7×2.

Answer: 11

Explanation: According to order of operations, 7 × 2 = 14, then -3 + 14 = 11.

2. Solve for x: 3x – 5 = 16.
Hint: First get rid of the -5 by adding 5 to 16.

Answer: x = 7

Explanation: Adding 5 to both sides gives 3x = 21, then dividing by 3 gives x = 7.

3. If 4 notebooks cost $6, how much do 10 notebooks cost (assuming same rate)?
Hint: Find the unit price (cost of 1 notebook) first.

Answer: $15

Explanation: If 4 notebooks cost $6, each notebook costs $1.5 (since 6/4 = 1.5). For 10 notebooks, 1.5 × 10 = $15.
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4. What is the area of a circle with radius 3 (use π ≈ 3.14)?
Hint: Area of a circle = π × (radius)^2. Plug in r = 3.

Answer: Approximately 28.26 (since area = 3.14 × 3²).

Explanation: Using the formula πr²: 3.14 × 9 ≈ 28.26.

Assessment Recommendations:

Needs
Improvement:

For a student entering 8th grade who needs improvement in math, strengthening core skills in a patient,
engaging way is key. Identify the big foundational pieces from last year (like fractions, decimals, basic
geometry or pre-algebra concepts) that they struggled with, and spend time shoring those up. For example, if
fractions were tough, use visual aids (pizza slices, measuring cups) and everyday practice (like doubling a
recipe) to reinforce understanding. Encourage daily math practice, but it can be short: even 10 minutes of
mental math or a few practice problems can prevent skill fade. Use resources like Khan Academy's "Get
Ready for 8th grade" courses which target the previous year's content – these adapt to your child’s level and
give hints to help. Also continue to incorporate math in daily life – let them handle the household math like
totaling grocery costs or calculating travel time. With consistent support, they’ll build confidence in the areas
that tripped them up.

Approaching
Ready:

If your rising 8th grader is approaching ready in math, focus on smoothing out those minor bumps. They likely
grasp most concepts, so identify which specific ones caused errors (maybe solving equations, understanding
slope, or volume calculations) and do some targeted practice for those. You might print a few practice
questions or use an app for that specific skill. Keep them engaged by using math in real-life contexts: for
example, if they like music, discuss rhythms or patterns (fractions of beats); if they follow sports, look at team
statistics together. Continue with mental math challenges occasionally (like calculating the tip at a restaurant or
converting units). This ensures they don’t lose their strong skills, and it polishes up the nearly-there areas so
they start 8th grade with confidence.

Ready or
Above:

For an on-track or advanced 8th grader in math, maintain their enthusiasm and challenge them a bit. Present
them with enrichment activities: fun math puzzles, advanced brainteasers, or strategy games (like chess or
programming challenges) to sharpen problem-solving. If they excel, consider introducing interesting math
extensions – for example, show them a bit about the Pythagorean theorem or let them explore a beginner-
friendly coding project that involves math. Encourage them to pursue any math interests, like if they enjoy
architecture, let them design something and calculate dimensions; or if they like business, have them pretend
to budget or invest money to see how math applies. By keeping math stimulating and relevant, they’ll enter 8th
grade eager and ready for the more complex algebra and geometry ahead.

Section 4

Instructions: Answer the science questions.

1. What is the primary function of the roots of a plant?
Hint: Think about how a plant "drinks" and stays in the ground.

Answer: Roots absorb water and nutrients from the soil (and also anchor the plant).

2. If B = brown eyes (dominant) and b = blue eyes (recessive), what eye color would a person with the
genotype Bb have?
Hint: B is dominant over b, so one B is enough to decide the color.

Answer: Brown eyes.

Explanation: With one dominant allele (B) and one recessive (b), the dominant trait (brown eyes) will show.

Kaizly.com | All rights reserved | Page  8 of 10

8 of 10



3. Why do we see lightning before we hear thunder?
Hint: Think about speed: which is faster, light or sound?

Answer: Because light travels faster than sound. The lightning's light reaches our eyes before the thunder's sound
reaches our ears.

Explanation: Light waves travel much faster than sound waves, so the flash of lightning is observed first.

Assessment Recommendations:

Needs
Improvement:

For a student entering 8th grade who struggled in science, focus on rekindling their curiosity and filling content
gaps through doing rather than just reading. Identify one or two key topics from last year to reinforce – for
example, if they didn't grasp chemistry basics, do a simple experiment like making a baking soda volcano or
growing salt crystals; if life science was tough, maybe visit a local pond and observe the ecosystem or do a
small dissection (if appropriate and they're interested, even a virtual one online). Encourage them to ask
questions about everyday phenomena: discuss why metal rusts or how refrigeration works – in simple,
relatable terms. Use multimedia – for instance, have them watch an episode of a science show like Planet
Earth (for ecosystems) or a YouTube series on cool science tricks. The aim is to show them science can be
relevant and interesting, boosting their confidence and knowledge before 8th grade.

Approaching
Ready:

If your rising 8th grader is almost ready in science, a summer of targeted exploration can solidify their
readiness. They likely grasp most of last year's material, so focus on applying it and giving it context. For
example, if they learned about forces in physics, have them build a simple balloon car or catapult and predict/
test how far it goes. If they studied human biology, maybe track their own heart rate during different activities
and discuss why it changes – connecting to what they learned about body systems. Go through any area they
felt unsure about (like the difference between mass and weight, or the concept of biodiversity) and use a real-
world example or experiment to clarify it. Also, involve them in discussions of science-related current events (a
pandemic news story can lead to a chat about viruses and vaccines, for instance). By actively engaging them,
you'll turn those near-misses into strengths, and they'll start 8th grade science with confidence.

Ready or
Above:

For an on-track or science-passionate 8th grader, encourage them to dive deeper into their interests and get a
taste of more advanced topics. If they love science, consider finding a local science fair or competition and let
them work on a project over the summer. They could also take an online mini-course or use an app to learn
something ahead of the curriculum (like a coding intro, or a deeper look at astronomy if that's their passion).
Family field trips can be great too: go to a science museum and let them roam in the sections they find
fascinating, or plan a night to watch the stars with a telescope if available. Encourage them to read popular
science books or biographies of scientists in areas they like – this can inspire and inform them beyond what
school covers. By keeping their scientific curiosity stimulated, they'll enter 8th grade not just ready but eager to
tackle advanced science topics.

Section 5

Instructions: Answer the social studies questions.

1. What does the Declaration of Independence declare, and in what year was it adopted?
Hint: Think of the United States' 'birthday.' What year?

Answer: It declares that the American colonies are independent from Britain; adopted in 1776.

Explanation: The Declaration of Independence announced the colonies' separation from Britain and was adopted on July
4, 1776. Students are expected to know this foundational U.S.

2. Name one key idea in the U.S. Constitution (like separation of powers, checks and balances, or individual
rights).
Hint: Think about the big principles you know: maybe how the government is split into branches or how people's freedoms
are protected.

Answer: Answers will vary. For example: "Separation of powers – the government is divided into three branches, each
with its own powers." Or "Individual rights – the Constitution protects rights like free speech and religion."

Explanation: The U.S. Constitution includes principles like separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual
rights (Bill of Rights).
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3. What was one major cause of World War II?
Hint: Think about Germany in the late 1930s – who was in power and what they did that started a global war.

Answer: One major cause was the aggression and expansion of the Axis powers (for example, Nazi Germany’s invasion
of other countries under Hitler). (Other acceptable answers: unresolved issues from WWI, the rise of dictators like Hitler/
Mussolini, or the invasion of Poland in 1939.)

Explanation: Key causes of World War II include the rise of aggressive totalitarian regimes (Hitler's Germany, etc.) that
invaded other countries, as well as unresolved tensions from World War I. *Texas note: Texas 7th grade focuses on state
history, so if your child hasn’t learned about WWII yet, consider this an enrichment preview.*

Assessment Recommendations:

Needs
Improvement:

For a student entering 8th grade who needs improvement in social studies, focus on storytelling and
connecting to the real world. If history felt overwhelming to them, focus on a few key stories from last year:
watch a movie or documentary about a major event they studied (like World War II or the Civil Rights
Movement) to help them visualize and emotionally connect with it. Discuss family or local history: for example,
if 8th grade will cover your state’s history or U.S. history, talk about how your family or community fit into those
narratives ("Grandma was a child during the Civil Rights era" or "This town was founded 100 years ago
because..."). For geography, ensure they have basic map skills down: you could casually quiz where certain
countries are when they come up in conversation, or have them use a map when planning a route for a
summer trip. Also keep up with current events in a simple way: maybe watch a news segment together once a
week and discuss how it ties into things they've learned (like government, economics, or international
relations). This approach will make social studies more relatable and help fill gaps as they head into 8th grade.

Approaching
Ready:

If your rising 8th grader is nearly ready in social studies, a little targeted engagement will make them fully
ready. Think about their weakest area from last year: If it's U.S. history, maybe read or watch something about
a key era they covered (for example, a documentary on the American Revolution or a biography of a famous
figure like Martin Luther King Jr.) to reinforce those facts. If it's civics or government, you could involve them in
a practical exercise like a family "vote" on something (and talk about majority rule), or use online games from
iCivics to simulate passing a law or running a country. Enhance their geography skills by occasionally doing a
quick map challenge (like "Find five countries in Asia you’ve heard of"). Encourage them to continue following
current events: since 8th grade often covers U.S. history and civics, knowing what's happening now (like
election news or international events) can give context to the past. By polishing these skills and knowledge,
they'll enter 8th grade ready to engage deeply with the material.

Ready or
Above:

For an on-track or advanced 8th grader in social studies, encourage them to explore topics beyond the school
curriculum and connect past to present. If they're passionate about history, let them design a project around it
– for example, writing a short historical fiction story, creating a small exhibit of family artifacts, or compiling a
personal "history timeline" with world events alongside family events. Encourage them to partake in debates or
discussions on historical what-ifs or current events to sharpen their critical thinking (maybe during family
dinner, pose a question like "Do you think the Revolutionary War could have been avoided? Why or why
not?"). If they love civics, consider having them volunteer or participate in a community event (like helping in a
local campaign or attending a town hall with you) to see government in action. Keeping them intellectually
stimulated and civically engaged will ensure they enter 8th grade not just ready to learn, but ready to lead
discussions and make connections across topics.
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